
August Meeting Minutes 

 

Announcements  

 
Mike Miller shared that the YSI Little Miami River data sonde run was held Aug 31 from 9am to 
2pm.  They found oxygen levels ranging from 80 – 130% during that period.  He also mentioned 
Bob Miltner’s new paper “Eutrophication endpoints for large rivers in Ohio, USA” published in 
Environmental Monitoring and Assessment, which discusses recommendations for total 
phosphorus in waterways. 

 
6th Annual Upper Mill Creek Clean-up at Twin Creeks Preserve will be held Saturday Sept 15 at 
8am for those wanting to go by canoe and 9am for land-based volunteers.  For more info and to 
sign up please see: https://www.themillcreekalliance.org/calendar-of-
events/uppermillcreekcleanup 

 
Paddling for a Cause hosted by The Green Kayak was scheduled to hold an Ohio River paddle 
on Sept 15 with proceeds to benefit the local Disabled American Veterans chapter. However, due 
to the high river level this has been postponed!  Keep your eyes peeled for a new date by 
checking their facebook page here:https://www.facebook.com/paddlingforacause 

 
The Oxbow East Property Clean Up will be on Saturday, Sept 22 from 9am - noon.  If you would 
be interested in volunteering, please email meg@oxbowinc.org as soon as possible. 

 
Adam Lehmann announced the Butler County Storm Water District Field Day on Sept 27 from 
8:30am – 3pm at BB Riverboats.  Learn how developers and contractors can meet sediment 
erosion control and storm water BMP requirements. Tickets are available for $50 and include a 
riverboat lunch cruise.  For more info 
see:http://www.stormwaterdistrict.org/Events/SWOHNKYStormwater_FieldDay2018.pdf 

 
Great Outdoor Weekend will be held Sept 29-30, 2018 at sites throughout 9 of GU's 10 county 
service area. For more info see here: http://www.greatoutdoorweekend.org.  You can request 
copies of the GOW paper pamphlet from the Green Umbrella office. 

 
OKI will hold their Annual Luncheon on Tuesday, Oct 16 from 11am – 1:30pm  in West Chester. 
Bob Castellini will be the keynote speaker.  For more info see the OKI calendar at: 
http://www.oki.org/calendar/ 

 
The 34th annual symposium of the Ohio River Basin Consortium for Research and Education 
(ORBCRE) and Ohio River Basin Alliance (ORBA) will be held Oct 17-19 at the Thomas More 
College campus.  For more info see: http://www.thomasmore.edu/river_conference/ 

 

https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=BhudyazssGE%2fyUYt2R%2fnej8ucMUKv%2bodg%2bHi9OydjBA1opRo5R%2fxZBhfZHjUBV6R7KOlI5lo9ty7yE0IO1eHpBGuN%2bG%2bom3Gu94x%2bDFNufs%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=BhudyazssGE%2fyUYt2R%2fnej8ucMUKv%2bodg%2bHi9OydjBA1opRo5R%2fxZBhfZHjUBV6R7KOlI5lo9ty7yE0IO1eHpBGuN%2bG%2bom3Gu94x%2bDFNufs%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=zN8nle47ZXsHOuFZKsVy4BWo0FlpSTHarJGiUQHCBhxd17Ts3WnJnNzJ%2fuZ59j9sdzDT6PUgLqTxT98ZwZ3TvlOjew2oqDOegQ0tIOMXwu4%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=6IJ%2fut%2bERWCA911xAeAjTXuxeeG7OvA9s0tr9VLYcmNbOO66JFQIKoD%2bWE%2fXhP0NnaQkIoIJ8xxnpAgPG2vPT%2fXAxFpcxsQtH80ky8MgHbo%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=mIG0uvKbY77xzfR%2fyrYAIZPCAXSBiwUiYWm8K0kz%2b5rcctq3hH9meM1owKNfbh3hnIAMaezcI3QGph%2bQB2dP8%2bhMyIkqd1x6tz%2ftTyNHjqI%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=anKx5aagyHCzYxckqoNgkZrfdFSjMR1n7V0TaWj1gXu5NtYkEvc69jwGQ8jqu%2ff05YZwXk2aEG%2f0T%2f%2bLU%2bYVs%2bopIE1iaOk76zfs3%2bztjx4%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=3KpO7GzEZqdRaENFGJbi1qmERvK1F%2br3Q4uqIF4Mw2AkKUg%2bDdtvvcSfK3p3N9m%2buVMBeEaYsHAr2NBh0QGmIPnx%2bnP8lFjalMPPhr8TRig%3d
https://greenumbrella.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=omcH8k3wDTWYs9DLILozR31Rd2LLlzDXb14xtu1Els%2bipJpu4JI0mHDuedm15ELIFRCPLPWtDjB6rVTfzwGtYu6Mqy7qDv8wDSiGnWf7B2w%3d


The Ohio Lake Management Society Annual Meeting will be held in conjunction with the North 
American Lake Management conference in Cincinnati, Oct 30 - Nov 2, 2018.  For more info, see 
Ohio here: http://olms.org/upcoming-events/ and national here:https://www.nalms.org/nalms2018/ 

 
The GU Anniversary Celebration and Annual Meeting will be held on Thursday, Dec 6 from 4-
7pm at the Sanctuary in Lower Price Hill. More information to come. 

 

Discussion with Sarah Stankorb Taylor, City of Wyoming Councilwoman 

Councilwoman Taylor presented on the City of Wyoming's stormwater run-off problem and its 
impact on landowners. She requested advice from the Watershed Action Team. Andrew 
Spurgeon from MSDGC shared that Hamilton County provides consultations and that they can 
develop watershed scale plans for district members. Bennett Kottler shared that there may be 
state funds available for decentralized stormwater management and that the Mill Creek Alliance 
may be able to assist with applying for those funds. David Rutter suggested residential rain 
gardens as an option and referenced Washtenaw County, Michigan as a model and 
www.treesandstormwater.org as a resource. Finally, Lisa Cochran suggested the creation of a 
social media account dedicated to the issue as a platform to educate homeowners about the 
issue and possible solutions.  

 

Metrics Update 

Matt Wooten gave an update on WAT's metric reporting efforts. Matt, Emily Imhoff, Ben 
Braeutigam, and Rashida Manuel met to discuss mid-year and annual reporting. Members 
requested a more detailed report out at the next WAT meeting. 

 

ORSANCO 

Following the August meeting’s discussion of the issue of changes to ORSANCO’s Pollution 
Control Standards, co-chairs Matt and Emily met to draft a statement addressing the proposed 
changes. Green Umbrella submitted the following statement onAugust 15: 

"The Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO) recently re-evaluated its 
Pollution Control Standards (PCS), and is proposing to eliminate the Water Quality Criteria it 
enforces for the Ohio River. ORSANCO has served as an inter-state regulator of effluent into the 
Ohio River since it was established 70 years ago, well before the founding of the EPA and Clean 
Water Act. ORSANCO is a member of Green Umbrella, and we highly value its role in 
maintaining the integrity of the Ohio River.  

After careful consideration, and under the advice of the Watershed Action Team, Green Umbrella 
recommends that ORSANCO continue to monitor and enforce its Pollution Control Standards. 
ORSANCO has the unique role of ensuring that all states (and polluters) in the Ohio River 
watershed are held to the same standards. The elimination of the water quality criteria developed 
for the Ohio River by ORSANCO could be detrimental to the river and the watershed as a whole. 
If the three-year Pollution Control Standard review cycle poses a financial strain for the 
organization, we encourage ORSANCO to move to a five year cycle to reduce the burden. 
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ORSANCO is accepting public comments until midnight on August 20. Learn more about how to 
submit a comment on its website." 

Richard Harrison of ORSANCO shared that the statement had been received and that all 
statements were available on the ORSANCO website. A final decision will be made on October 
4.  

 

Project Mullet 

John Mangan updated the team on Project Mullet, sharing that the team had learned a great deal 
since its launch. The project has two phases - developing low mow/no mow area on a partner 
organization's campus and then establishing a rain garden onsite. Currently the project is 
working with Gamble Montessori and will begin marking no-mow areas and installing rain barrels 
with students on Friday, September 14. John asked members to volunteer to assist with the 
installation. It is hoped that Gamble will serve as a pilot and that the program will expand to other 
Cincinnati Public Schools. 
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