
WHY MEASURE FOOD WASTE?

GREATER CINCINNATI

The Smart Kitchen Initiative is a partnership between Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste 
District and Green Umbrella. The initiative offers assistance to reduce pre-consumer food waste at 
mid- to high-volume food service operators in Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren counties in 
Ohio; Boone, Campbell, Grant and Kenton counties in Kentucky; and Dearborn and Franklin counties 
in Indiana. 

Participating kitchens will receive funds for up to 50% of food waste tracking technology cost 
and free training to help save on food purchases and improve operation efficiency.

4% - 10%
of food purchased 

by food service 
operations is usually 

thrown away.

50%
reduction in food 

waste experienced by 
kitchens who 
participate.

2% - 8%
reduction in food 

purchases 
experienced by
 kitchens who 

participate.

SMART KITCHEN INITIATIVE



High-volume institutional kitchens with annual food purchases of $300,000 or more, including:
• Educational institutions
• Hospitals/Health Care facilities
• Entertainment facilities

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

Participating kitchens will receive funds for up to 50% of the cost for food waste tracking software for 
one year, with the possibility of a second year of partial funding. Participants will also receive free 
technical support from experts at Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste District and 
Green Umbrella.

HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS

Please submit this form indicating your interest. If you are selected as a potential candidate 
for partnering on this initiative, we will follow up shortly.

INTERESTED?

This program has been modeled after the StopWaste Smart Kitchen Initiative, with permission from Alameda County, CA.

The Hamilton County Recycling and Solid Waste District (District) is responsible for 
ensuring that the County achieves State mandated goals for recycling and waste 
reduction. The District achieves these goals through the implementation of waste 
reduction programs targeted to residents, communities, businesses, and schools.

Green Umbrella maximizes the collective impact of individuals and organizations 
dedicated to environmental sustainability and thereby improve the quality of life 
in the Greater Cincinnati region.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBFOIIbvxqG4oiscFvNA2PMp2iI0BQJB1kdvgjPzcdUoH9HA/viewform?usp=sf_link

