
 
DATE: October 5, 2017 
For Immediate Release 
CONTACT: Kylie Johnson 
Green Learning Station Coordinator 
Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati 
513-221-0981 X 14 
kjohnson@civicgardencenter.org 
 

CIVIC GARDEN CENTER FIRST IN CINCINNATI TO LEGALLY USE RAINWATER 
INDOORS 

 
(CINCINNATI, OH) -- October 5, 2017 – Business leaders, city officials, and the 
general public gathered at the Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati on 
Thursday, October 5 to celebrate the organization as the first in the city to legally 
use rainwater for indoor use. A crowd gathered to view the “inaugural flush” of the 
rainwater catchment system, marking a major milestone in water and energy 
management for Cincinnati. 
 
The ceremony marked the culmination of a years-long project started in 2010 by the 
Green Partnership for Greater Cincinnati to create a legal foundation in the city to 
harvest rainwater for indoor use. The Green Partnership for Greater Cincinnati 
(GPGC) is a collaboration between six major regional institutions (City of Cincinnati, 
Hamilton County, Cincinnati Public Schools, University of Cincinnati, Duke Energy, 
and Cincinnati State) whose goal is to encourage and support efforts that will 
measurably improve environmental performance, save money for the GPGC 
partners, and demonstrate commitment and leadership to the Greater Cincinnati 
community.  
 
The rainwater catchment system is housed in the Green Learning Station, a 
retrofitted gas station transformed into an environmental learning center in 2011 
by the Civic Garden Center. Featuring solar panels, an advanced water capturing 
and reuse system, energy-efficient building materials and a green rooftop, the 
Green Learning Station was carefully designed with conservation in mind. The 
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) recently awarded it with a Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Platinum certification -- one of the 



highest standards of excellence in sustainable construction. Harvesting 
rainwater for indoor use enhances the building’s sustainability and adds to the 
green demonstration projects on site utilized to educate the public about 
sustainable green infrastructure practices. Green Learning Station Coordinator 
Kylie Johnson states, “We were thrilled to partner with The Green Partnership for 
Greater Cincinnati on this project and look forward to serving as a demonstration 
project site for the system. By pioneering this system in the city, we hope to have 
paved the way for others to more easily install rainwater catchment systems for 
indoor use, ultimately advancing sustainability in Cincinnati.” Funding support for 
this project was generously provided by The Greater Cincinnati Foundation and The 
Oliver Family Foundation. 
 
From workshops and classes to tours and field trips, The Green Learning 
Station offers a range of learning opportunities for schools, professionals and 
residents alike. For more information about The Green Learning Station 
or to schedule an interview, please contact Kylie Johnson at 513-221-
0981x14 or  kjohnson@civicgardencenter.org 
 
 

About The Civic Garden Center: The Civic Garden Center (CGC) is a non-
profit horticultural resource whose mission is building community through 
gardening, education and environmental stewardship. Founded in 1942, the 
CGC is the only organization of its kind in the region. The administrative office 
building is located at 2715 Reading Road on the former estate of Cornelius 
J. Hauck. Here the CGC hosts classes, a horticultural library, several gardens for 
visitors to enjoy free of charge, the Green Learning Station, and an outdoor 
compost classroom. In addition, the CGC supports the development and 
continued success of over 50 community and children’s gardens throughout the 
city. Outreach efforts include the Community Gardens, Youth Education and 
School Gardens programs. More information is available at 
www.civicgardencenter.org and at www.greenlearningstation.org. 
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